[image: image2.jpg]



Cloghroe National School
Special Class Integration Policy
Introduction
The aim of the Special Class is to provide an educational service which includes a level of integration into the mainstream school.  Depending on the child’s ability to cope in a mainstream setting this level of integration may be adjusted accordingly.

Rationale
The integration of the child into the mainstream class must always be meaningful for the child.  There must always be a clear educational purpose:

· Curricular access

· Social Interaction

· Social Communication

· Social Imagination

The class teacher and the resource teacher must agree on the educational purpose of the proposed integration.  The Special Needs Assistant (where applicable) must also be given a clear understanding of her role in assisting the child’s learning experiences within the classroom.

Levels of Integration
Integration must be based on success criteria.  It must only be undertaken when the child has a high possibility of achieving success.  Therefore it is important that the school has a clear integration policy which recognises the different levels of integration that may be achieved.  Where possible the Special Class Teacher/Class Teacher should demonstrate best practice in the classroom for the Special Needs Assistant when the child is being introduced to a new level of integration.

The school has identified four levels of integration.  For organisational purposes these levels are numbered accordingly. 
Reverse integration takes place when a group of children from a mainstream class visit the Special Class to integrate with the child/children on any of the levels below.  

	Level One: 
	Peer group integration

	Level Two:
	Outdoor play integration

	Level Three:
	Indoor play integration

	Level Four
	Curricular integration


Level One: Immediate Peer Group Integration

The child integrates with his/her own peer group within his/her own class.
Level Two: Outdoor Play Integration

At playtime the child is brought to the playground in the company of the Special Needs Assistant to integrate with his/her peers in the mainstream classes.
Level Three: Indoor Play Integration

The child is brought to the classroom by the Special Needs Assistant for structured play activities.
Level Four: Curricular Integration

The child is brought to the classroom by the Special Needs Assistant to access a specific curricular activity.  The integration at this level focuses on one specific activity at a time with the child returning to his/her class once the activity has been completed.  The activity is short in duration and has a high success criterion.

Educational Purpose per Level

	
	Curricular

Access
	Social

Interaction
	Social

Communication
	Social

Imagination

	Level 1
	
	(
	(
	(

	Level 2
	
	(
	(
	(

	Level 3
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Level 4
	(
	(
	(
	(


Progression
A child may experience different levels of integration, as deemed suitable by both the Class Teacher and the Special Class Teacher. Integration will only be considered when it is envisaged that the child will experience success. Parents will be consulted at planning meetings on levels of integration. The child’s level of integration will be recorded in his/her School Support Plus Plan.
Frequency of Integration
The frequency of child’s access to the mainstream classroom is determined by both the teacher pupil ratio and/or the availability of physical space.  For example should there be a number of children from the Special class with a similar level of functioning it may not be possible to integrate them collectively within a mainstream classroom.  In such a situation the amount of time each child will receive will be decided upon by the teaching staff.

Regular Review

While it is the aim of the Special Class to maximise integration throughout the school life, each child’s integration will be individually targeted and reviewed regularly.
This policy was adopted by the on 18th October 2017  

This policy will be reviewed by the Board of Management as deemed necessary by staff and/or Board of Management.
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